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Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 00:07
Good	afternoon	and	welcome	to	the	90th	of	the	COVIDCalls.	This	is	a	daily	discussion	of	the
COVID-19	pandemic	with	a	diverse	collection	of	disaster	experts.	My	name	is	Scott	Gabriel
Knowles.	I'm	a	historian	of	disasters	at	Drexel	University	in	Philadelphia.	Today,	I'm	going	to
talk	about	infrastructure	justice	and	the	pandemic	with	Marccus	D.	Hendricks	from	the
University	of	Maryland.	You	can	catch	COVIDCalls	live	every	weekday	at	5pm	eastern	time	on
YouTube	Live	--	just	go	to	the	COVIDCalls	YouTube	channel	to	watch.	You	can	also	watch
COVIDCalls	on	Facebook	Live	and	on	Periscope.	You	can	hear	COVIDCalls	anytime	recorded	as
podcasts	on	Spotify,	iTunes,	Podbean	or	anywhere	you	get	podcasts.	You	can	also	keep	up	with
COVIDCalls	via	Twitter	using	the	handle	@usofdisaster	or	@COVIDCalls.	Please	do	help	spread
the	word	and	send	suggestions	for	future	guests,	future	topics.	Please	do	feel	free	to	suggest
yourself	as	a	future	guest.	As	of	today,	July	24th,	2020,	there	are	15,554,551	confirmed	cases
of	COVID-19	globally	according	to	the	Johns	Hopkins	University	Coronavirus	Resource	Center.
That's	up	from	15,317,997	yesterday.	Of	those,	4,073,243	are	in	the	United	States,	and	that's
up	from	4,005,414	reported	yesterday.	There	are	now	a	total	of	144,780	deaths	reported	in	the
United	States	--	that's	up	from	143,820	reported	yesterday,	still	right	around	that	1000	deaths
a	day	mark	with	COVID-19.	"It	didnâ€™t	take	very	long	for	Ted	Lawrence	Jr.	to	see	action	in	the
Pacific	during	World	War	II	after	he	graduated	Phi	Beta	Kappa	from	Haverford	College	in	1942.
He	went	into	the	Navy	and	attended	officersâ€™	training	school	at	the	Naval	Academy	in
Annapolis,	Md.,	a	90-day	crash	course	in	naval	procedures.	He	was	assigned	as	an	engineering
officer	on	two	destroyers,	the	Amman	and	the	Anthony,	where	he	was	in	the	middle	of	the
action.	He	was	involved	in	the	Battle	of	Leyte	Gulf,	considered	to	have	been	the	largest	naval
battle	of	the	war,	and	saw	his	ship	hit	by	a	kamikaze	plane,	resulting	in	casualties	of	some	of
his	fellow	servicemen.	â€œAt	the	end,	his	ship	was	anchored	in	Tokyo	Bay	when	the	Japanese
surrendered,â€		said	son	Bill.	â€œThe	battleship	Missouri	was	where	they	signed	the	surrender
documents,	but	his	ship	was	stationed	there."	Born	and	raised	in	Mount	Airy,	Dr.	Lawrence	was
valedictorian	of	the	Class	of	1938	at	Germantown	High	School.	After	the	war,	he	studied	at	the
University	of	Pennsylvania	Medical	School.	He	did	much	of	his	work	at	Veterans	Administration
hospitals,	starting	in	Long	Beach,	Calif.,	and	later	in	Wilmington	and	Philadelphia.	As	a	way	to
bring	humanity	to	the	numbers,	I've	been	reading	a	life	story	or	a	story	of	advocacy	for	COVID-
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19	sufferers	every	day.	I'd	like	to	continue	that	now.	Headline:	"L.	Theodore	Lawrence	Jr.,	99,
was	a	World	War	II	veteran	and	pioneering	cardiologist."	This	was	written	by	Joe	Juliano,	and
was	published	May	22nd	in	The	Philadelphia	Inquirer.	â€œHe	wanted	to	work	in	the	VA	system
to	serve	other	veterans,â€		his	son	said.	During	his	13	years	at	the	Philadelphia	VA	Hospital,	Dr.
Lawrence	pioneered	cardiac	catheterization	procedures,	taught	at	the	Medical	College	of
Pennsylvania,	and	co-authored	several	medical	textbooks.	After	retiring	briefly	in	1980,	he
spent	the	next	15	years	as	a	cardiac	consultant	at	Haverford	State	Hospital.	He	was	a	devoted
gardener.	He	loved	vacationing	at	the	family	camp	at	Lower	Goose	Island	on	Casco	Bay	in
Maine,	where	he	helped	his	father,	a	teacher	at	Olney	High	School,	conduct	a	marine	biology
operation.	Years	after	coaching	his	sons	in	baseball,	he	regularly	attended	the	sporting	events
of	his	grandchildren.	In	addition	to	his	son,	Dr.	Lawrence	is	survived	by	sons	Roy,	Geoff,	and
Tom;	11	grandchildren;	and	two	great-grandchildren.	He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	wife,
Mary,	and	son	Steve."	I'd	like	to	turn	to	our	conversation	for	today	--	I'm	really	thrilled	to
introduce	my	guest,	Marccus	Hendricks.	Marccus	D.	Hendricks	is	an	assistant	professor	of
Urban	Studies	and	Planning	in	the	School	of	Architecture	Planning	and	Preservation,	and	faculty
affiliate	with	the	Maryland	Institute	for	Applied	Environmental	Health	in	the	School	of	Public
Health	at	the	University	of	Maryland,	College	Park.	His	primary	research	interests	include
infrastructure	planning	and	management,	social	vulnerability	to	disaster,	environmental	justice,
sustainable	development,	public	health	and	the	built	environment,	and	participatory	action
research.	He's	the	director	of	the	Stormwater	Infrastructure	Resilience	and	Justice	Lab.	He's
also	participated	in	a	congressional	briefing	entitled	"Addressing	the	Impact	of	Climate	Change
on	Public	Health	and	Natural	Disasters."	And	his	research	has	been	published	in	several
journals	including	the	Journal	of	the	American	Planning	Association,	Journal	of	Infrastructure
Systems,	Risk	Analysis,	Landscape	Journal,	and	Sustainable	Cities	and	Society.	Marccus,	thank
you	so	much	for	making	time	to	come	on	COVIDCalls	today.

Marccus	Hendricks 05:39
Absolutely,	Scott,	thanks	for	having	me.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 05:43
I'd	to	remind	people,	you	can	get	your	questions	in	throughout	the	conversation.	Just	put	them
into	the	YouTube	Live	Chat,	or	you	can	put	them	up	on	Twitter	--	just	be	sure	to	tag
@usofdisaster,	or	you	can	email	me	and	throughout	the	program,	my	email	is
sgk23@drexel.edu.	So	Marccus,	I'd	like	to	start	the	way	I've	been	starting	all	these	calls,	which
is	to	find	out	where	you're	calling	from,	and	what	the	COVID-19	situation	is	looking	like	there
today.

Marccus	Hendricks 06:13
Sure,	I'm	currently	at	home	in	Washington,	D.C.,	roughly	about	10	blocks	or	so	north	of	Capitol
Hill,	where	it	sort	of	feels	like	everything	is	happening,	and	nothing	is	happening	at	the	same
time.	Um,	and	here	in	D.C.,	I	think	as	of	yesterday,	the	numbers	were	around,	you	know,	we
had	tested	about	16%	of	our	total	population,	and	roughly	about	2%	of	those	tests	have	come
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back	positive.	I	think	in	the	grand	scheme,	we've	largely	been	successful	at	this	particular
moment	in	terms	of	stabilizing	and	flattening	the	curve.	We're	probably	somewhere	in	between
phase	two	and	phase	three	of	reopening.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 07:02
What	about	University	of	Maryland?	What	are	you	hearing	right	now	in	terms	of	return	to
campus?	So	you've	got	a	lab	to	tend	to,	too,	that's	complicated.

Marccus	Hendricks 07:10
Right,	right.	Right.	Yeah.	I	mean,	we're	getting	daily	communication	and	updates	from	the
university.	I	think,	as	of	right	now,	we're	rolling	out	some	sort	of	hybrid	plan	where,	depending
on	the	course,	and	the	course	size,	some	of	those	courses	will	go	online	for	the	fall	semester,
and	others	will	be	in	person.	The	details	of	that,	you	know,	across	the	different,	you	know,	units
and	courses,	I'm	not	quite	sure,	I	know	that	the	class	that	I	will,	I'll	be	teaching	in	the	fall	will	be
100%	online.	It's	a	large	undergraduate	course	on	sustainable	development.	And	I	usually
average	somewhere	around	100	to	120	students	a	semester	when	I	teach	the	class	and	so	--
yeah,	I	mean,	on	that,	on	that	note,	during	the	normal	semester,	the	space	is	crowded,	and	the
room	is	full.	So	definitely,	you	know,	I	opted	--	opted	to	sort	of	transition	my	class	online,	even,
even	if	the	official	word	had	come	down	from	the	university	that	we	would	be	doing	it	on	a
larger	scale.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 08:17
How	many	students	do	you	have	in	your,	in	your	lab?

Marccus	Hendricks 08:21
Right	now	I	have	about,	I	have	four	doctoral	students	who	are	working	out	of	my	lab.	And	then,
you	know,	from	semester	to	semester,	I	may	have,	you	know,	two	to	three	masters	students
and	a	couple	undergraduate	students	that	work	within	the	lab.	And	so	yeah,	but	primarily	my
four	doctoral	students	are	really	carrying	the	research	and	the	work	that	we're	doing	and	really
excited	about	that.	And	honestly,	it's	probably	the	most	exciting	aspect	of	the	professorship
and	the	work	that	I'm	doing	--	the	opportunity	to	mentor,	and	engage	in	an	intimate	way	with
my	doctoral	students,	and	really	sort	of	allowed	them	to	develop	as,	as	scholars	in	training.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 09:06
What	a	time	to	be	--	what	at	a	time	to	be	anybody	right	now,	b	ut	what	a	time	to	be	a	graduate
student	right	now.	I	spoke	with	JosÃ©	Torero,	a	fire	engineer	who	you	may	have	known	--	he
was	at	Maryland	for	a	little	while.	And	he's	in	London	now.	He	spoke	so	movingly	about	missing
the	lab,	and	about	his	students	missing	this	sort	of	--	being	in	the	physical	space	of	the	lab	and
the,	the	give	and	take	that	happens	in	that,	in	that	space.	Your	students	do	work	out	in	the
field,	right?
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Marccus	Hendricks 09:34
Yeah,	I	mean,	we	do	work	in	the	field.	We	do	work	on	campus.	And	I	think	that	community	is
particularly	important	to	students,	and	especially	graduate	students	who	already	have	a
different	experience	relative	to	undergraduate	students	in	terms	of	the	level	of	engagement
with	the	campus	and	the	university.	And	so,	that	network,	those	social	ties,	are	particularly
important	and	I	think	it	is	something	that	we	have	to	take	into	consideration,	you	know,	and	the
things	that	we're	missing	out	on.	And,	you	know,	honestly,	there's	just,	you	know,	there's	no
substitute	for	sort	of	--	that,	that	that	physical	engagement,	but	at	the	same	time,	we	just	have
to	be	smart	and	be	patient	in	terms	of	--	recognize	the	current	situation	that	we're	in,	and
adjust	and	make	the	most	of	the	opportunities	that	we	have.	You	know,	I've	been	--	I've	made	a
point	even	throughout	this	summer,	with,	you	know,	the	cou--	the	course	that	I	was	teaching
this	past	spring	semester,	the	students	that	I	had	in	this	community	resilience	graduate
seminar	that	I	taught,	we	really	built	a	community,	because	we	experienced	this	whole
phenomenon	together	in	terms	of	halfway	through	the	semester	having	to	abruptly	transition
to	online,	trying	to	mold	community	online.	And	I	think	it	really	just	added	to	the	connection
and	a	rapport	that	we	have	between	myself	and	them	and	each	other.	And	so	I've	made	a	point
over	the	summer	to	just	check	in.	And	we've	had	virtual	check-ins	and	just	chatting	casually	to
make	sure	that	everybody	is	maintaining,	and	in	good	spirits,	just	to	check	up	on	them	and
family.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 11:13
Let	me	ask	you	about	the	other	disaster	that	has	been	happening	in	America	throughout	the
spring	and	this	summer.	And	that	has	to	do	with	the	murder	of	George	Floyd	and	the	protests
that	have	gone	on.	I	wonder	if	you	could	share	a	little	bit	of	your	experience	in	that	--	and	you
said,	you're	10	blocks	from	the	White	House.	It's	all	played	out	right	there.	What	has	that	--	how
is	that	involved	you,	your	students,	your	community?

Marccus	Hendricks 11:38
Yeah,	you	know,	Scott,	the	interesting	thing	about	it	is	that,	as	a	disaster	scholar	in	the	disaster
world,	we	talk	a	lot	about	sort	of	acute	events,	versus,	you	know,	chronic	or	slow-onset
disasters.	And	I	think,	you	know,	this,	this	reckoning	or	awakening	around,	you	know,	racial
inequalities	and	injustice	is	is	nothing	new.	And	it's	really	sort	of	a	something	that	we	that	we
revisit,	and	we	come	back	to	this	place	time	and	time	again.	And	mostly	because	we	never	get
after	the,	the	root	causes	and	drivers	and	issues	that	we	need	to	reckon	with	and	grapple	with
from	the	beginning.	And	so,	again,	I	think	it	is	nothing	new	for	folks	who	have,	you	know,	been
on	the	front	lines	who	are	a	part	of	these	marginalized	groups.	And,	you	know,	but	but	--	I	will
say	that	this	particular	moment	has	been	unique	and	remarkable	in	a	way	that,	you	know,	I
don't	think	I've	ever	seen	such	widespread	and	international	unrest	in	a	way	that,	you	know,
historically	in	a	way	that	we've	seen	it	this	summer.	I	mean,	usually,	when	we	think	about
demonstrations,	and	unrest,	is	usually	central	to	one	location	or	isolated	to	one	particular
place.	But	what	we've	seen	is	mass	demonstrations	in	just	about	every	major	city	in	the
country,	and	major	cities	across	the	world.	And	that	has	even	spilled	over	into	smaller	towns
and	folks	are	really,	you	know,	I	think	it	was	sort	of	the	perfect,	um,	you	know,	juncture	of,	you
know,	folks	have	been,	you	know,	quarantined	for	a	couple	months.	And	then	we	started	to	see
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sort	of	the	disparities	from	the	pandemic	along	racial	and	class	lines,	and	people	were	really
upset	about	that.	And	then,	when	we	see,	you	know,	the	the	elongated	murder	of	George	Floyd
on	camera,	I	think	that	was	the	tipping	point	where	folks	just,	I	mean,	it	was	a	point	where
something	had	to	be	done,	big	and	immediately,	and	as	you	pointed	out,	I've	been	able	to
witness	that	in	a	really	incredible	and	remarkable	way	being	in	the	nation's	capital.	I	think,	you
know,	as	the	nation's	capital,	reverberating	events	that	happen	anywhere	in	the	nation	are
especially	felt	here	in	the	city.	And	demonstrations	here,	I	think,	began	almost	immediately
after	the	unrest	that	ensued	in	Minneapolis	and	lasted	for	quite	a	while.	And,	and	we	all	know
sort	of	what	transpired	after	that	in	terms	of	the	infamous	political	stunt	and	show	of	force	that
the	President	pulled	on	peaceful	protesters	in	Lafayette	Park	on	to	stage	a	picture	in	front	of	St.
John's	Church,	which	since	then,	has	been	renamed	Black	Lives	Matter	Plaza.	And	then	sort	of
Trump	essentially	also	using	us	as	a	testbed	for	what	we're	seeing	play	out	in	Portland	and
maybe	soon	enough	to	be	Chicago	in	terms	of	employing	a	military	and	other	federal	agents,
and	seeing	--	you	know,	it	was,	it	was	incredibly	shocking	to	me,	something	I	had	never	seen
before,	when	I	saw	military	tanks	on	various	corners	and	on	the	streets	of	downtown	D.C.,	and
it	was	quite	extraordinary.	You	know,	something	that,	you	know,	for	me,	personally	affected	me
because,	you	know,	I'm,	you	know,	it's	not	that	the	murdering	of	unarmed	Black	men	and
women	by	the	police	is	not	something	that's	in	the	abstract	for	me,	it's	not	just	a	hashtag,	it's
quite	personal.	Not	only	because	of	the	body,	that	that	I,	you	know,	inhabit,	but	also	because
I've	lost	close	friends	and	classmates	and	frat--	and	a	fraternity	brother	to	police	violence.	And
so,	you	know,	it's	quite	personal.	And	this,	I	mean,	it's	just	been,	you	know,	extraordinary,	to
say	the	least.	Um,	and	I	will	say	too,	that,	you	know,	it	is	disheartening,	because	when	you're
dealing	with	two	pandemics,	at	the	same	time,	my	only	outlet	when	it	was	just	COVID,	you
know,	my	only	outlet	in	terms	of	getting	outdoors	was	going	for	a	run,	and	riding	my	bike,	but
then	when	you	have	Ahmaud	Arbery	murdered	by	white	supremacists,	and	then	you	see
George	Floyd	murdered	by	the	police.	It's	kinda	like,	the	things	that,	you	know,	the	only	solace
or	the	outlet	that	I	had	during	a	global	pandemic	was	sort	of	snatched	away	from	me	by	sort	of
the	threat	of	police	and	white	supremacist	violence.	And	so	yeah,	I	mean,	it's	weighed	heavy	on
me	this	summer,	and	that's	why	I	was	so	appreciative	of,	you	know,	you	all	with	the	series	and
the	essay	that	I	wrote,	it's	really	an	opportunity	to	connect	my	research	to	these	larger	issues
that	have	transpired	this	summer.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 17:05
Well,	I	want	to,	I	want	to	first	of	all,	I	want	to	thank	you	for	sharing	your	vantage	point	on	that.
And	I	think	that's	an	excellent	way	for	us	to	transition	a	bit	into	talking	about	your	work.	And	I
think,	you	know,	so	you,	you're	an	engineer,	you	focus	on	infrastructure,	you're	a	technical
expert,	but	you're	also	--	you	bring	a	social	science	and	an	ethnographic	dimension	to	it,	as
well,	which	I	think	is	really	important.	And	I	guess	before	we	we	jump	into	that	discussion,	you
know,	something	occurred	to	me,	just	as	you're	talking.	The	way	you	talked	about	racism,	as	a
long-standing	pandemic	--

Marccus	Hendricks 17:51
Absolutely.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 17:52
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--in	America.	It	seems	like	that	perhaps	engineers	who	study	physical	systems,	like	you,	are
uniquely	suited	to	think	about	disasters	over	long	periods	of	time,	because	you	spend	your	--	all
of	your	time	thinking	about	structures,	right.	And	I	know	when	we	talk	about	structural	racism,
we	often	mean	like	a	legal	system	or	something	like	that.	But	there's	physical	structures	to
racism	as	well,	and	that's	where	you	spend	your	time	thinking.

Marccus	Hendricks 18:23
Yeah,	well,	Scott,	just	to	clarify,	so	I'm	a	social	scientist	by	training.	So	my	Master's	is	in	Public
Health,	and	my	PhD	is	in	Urban	and	Regional	Planning,	so	I'm	a	social	scientist,	but	I	was
trained	as	an	interdisciplinary	scholar	in	many	ways,	and	I	think,	to	your	point,	my	early	work
and	my	dissertation	work	was	really	nimble	and	interdisciplinary	in	a	way	that	was	bringing
together	sort	of	the	social	dimensions,	as	well	as	the	physical	dimensions.	And	I	think,	you
know,	that	--	early	on,	the	work	that	I	did,	and	incorporating	those	engineering	aspects	into	and
exploring	them	through	a	social	lens	really	allows	me	to	be	a	translator	between	sort	of	the
social	sciences,	and	the	physical	sciences	and	the	engineering	work.	And	so,	you	know,	it's
interesting,	because	I	was	just	on	a	panel	yesterday	for	the	International	Low-Impact
Development	Conference.	And	you	know,	is	mainly	an	audience	of	engineers	and	because	I've
worked	with	engineers	for	some	time	now,	I	know	that	most	often	they	like	to	think	that	these
physical	assets	and	structures	happen	in	the	in	the	in	the	vacuum	or	in	a	silo,	when	in	fact,
that's	the	furthest	from	the	truth.	In	fact,	I	think	that	you	can't	--	you	know,	the	the	social
dynamics	and	social	and	political	dynamics	that	that	that	are	at	play	in	the	social	world	are
inextricably	inextricably	linked	to	these	physical	systems	that	are	supposed	to	serve
communities.	And	even,	you	know,	if	we	think	if	we	like	to	think	that	well,	you	know,	an
engineer	designs	a	system,	um,	and	that	isn't	influenced	or	biased	in	any	way,	I	think	some	of
the	newer	literature	that	we're	seeing	coming	out	of	computer	science	that	is	recognizing	that
even	algorithms	are	biased	in	some	way,	and	recognize	that	as	human	beings	that	live	in	a
social	world,	and	that	that's	a	part	of	social	order,	those	things	show	up	in	our	writing	and	our
work	and	in	the	ways	that	we	perceive	things.	And	so	inherently,	those	things	influence
everything	from	the	design	and	installation	of	infrastructure.	And	it's	definitely	at	play	in	terms
of	the	management	of	these	physical	assets	over	the	life	cycle.	And	so,	you	know,	model	work
and	the	lab	work	that	we're	doing	with	my	doc--	that	I'm	doing	with	my	doctoral	students	is
really	taking	a	social	lens	to	what	has	largely	been	sort	of	studied	as	a	physical	process.	And
understanding	that,	you	know,	again,	these	physical	structures	operate	in	a	social	world	and
are	subjected	to	those	social	and	political	forces	that	we	live	by	every	single	day.	And	so	from	a
planning	perspective,	you	know,	if	you	think	about	infrastructure	at	a	neighborhood	level,
infrastructure	in	terms	of	the	condition	and	capacity	of	infrastructure,	the	potholes	in	the
street,	are	directly	connected,	and	a	reflection	of,	the	housing	that	is	within	that	neighborhood.
And	when	we	think	about	the	quality	and	type	of	housing	that	people	occupy,	is	a	direct
reflection	of	what	they	look	like,	right	along	racial	and	class	lines.	And	so,	again,	you	know,
when	we're	talking	about,	for	example,	you	know,	a	single	black	mother	who,	you	know,	was
steered	to	a	particular	community	by	a	real	estate	agent,	or	who	couldn't	afford	to	live	in	other
places,	because	of	affordability	reasons.	And	then	thinking	about	that,	that	has	an	impact	on
the	quality	of	housing	that	she's	able	to	occupy,	that	then	impacts	sort	of	the	tax	bases	that
then	feed	into	capital	improvement,	and	the	management	and	maintenance	and	upkeep	of
streets,	and	stormwater	and	roadways	and	every	other	type	of	sort	of	critical	public
infrastructure.	These	things	are,	again,	inextricably	linked.	And	we	have	to	recognize	that	if	we
if	we	ultimately	want	to	address	the	root	causes	of	disparities	within	the	built	environment,	and
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inequalities	that	we're	seeing	play	out,	not	only,	you	know,	in	terms	of,	you	know,	the	racial
awakening,	but	also	in	terms	of	every	--	just	about	every	other	social	phenomena	that	we	can
think	of.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 22:57
Thanks	for	the	clarification.	First	of	all,	you	--	you	work	so	well	across	these	professional
boundaries	that	I	had	you	kind	of	like	in	the	engineering	school,	but	I	knew	--	but	I	knew	better
than	that,	I	know	that	you're	operating	in	these	different	domains.	And	I	think	that	vantage
point	from	planning	as	well	as	a	good	one,	because	it	keeps	you	sort	of	in	both	of	those	camps.
I	want	to	remind	people,	if	you're	listening	to	COVIDCalls,	and	I'm	talking	to	Marccus	Hendricks
today.	So	let's	shift	over	and	I	just	want	to	--	people	can	find	this	easily	online	if	you	just	go	to
the	Social	Science	Research	Council,	ssrc.org	website,	you	will	find	a	series	of	essays	there
under	the	heading	'Disaster	Studies.'	And	Professor	Hendricks	was	--	is	one	of	the	first
participants	in	the,	in	this	collection,	and	that	the	title	of	his	essay	is	"Transforming	Public
Safety	and	Urban	Infrastructure	to	Mitigate	Climate	and	Public	Health	Disasters."	And	it	brings
together	these	many	different	domains	that	have	been	often	quite	unfortunately	treated	as
somehow	separate	--	the	technical	world	of	the	city's	infrastructures,	the	economic	world	of	the
city's	workers,	and	then	the	the	realm	of	public	safety,	which	somehow	has	something	to	do
with	the	police.	And	it	has	to	do	with	criminals	and	has	to	do	with	society.	We	treat	those	all
somehow	as	separate,	though	they're	separate	departments	in	the	city	hall,	so	they	must
somehow	have	separate	histories,	right?	And	in	this	piece,	you're	bringing	them	all	together	for
us	to	see	how	they're	causally	linked.	One	of	the	things	you	pointed	out	early	in	the	piece	is
that	--	I	guess	just	put	it	pretty	plainly,	the	quality	of	American	infrastructure	is	poor.

Marccus	Hendricks 24:39
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 24:40
And	it's	particularly	poor	and	minority	communities.

Marccus	Hendricks 24:45
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 24:46
How	bad	is	it?

Marccus	Hendricks 24:48
You	know,	is	really,	you	know,	tough	to	say	empirically	in	terms	of	there	aren't	any	--	many	--
any	studies	that	sort	of	do	a	national	assessment	of	locally-based	infrastructure.	But	what	I	can
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any	studies	that	sort	of	do	a	national	assessment	of	locally-based	infrastructure.	But	what	I	can
lean	on	is	the	American	Society	of	Civil	Engineers	--	their	Infrastructure	Report	Card	that	has
come	out	regularly	over	the	last	few	years.	And	the	last	few	report	cards	that	has	come	out	on
the	US	at	a	national	level,	as	well	as	across	multiple	cities,	has	consistently	received	a	failing
score	and	a	D,	in	fact,	in	terms	of	the	quality	and	current	state	and	condition	of	our
infrastructure,	and	that	has	been	pretty	consistent	across	a	number	of	systems	between
transportation,	wastewater,	stormwater,	and	all	the	other	sorts	of	critical	infrastructures	that
serve	communities.	And	so	it's	pretty	bad.	I	think,	you	know,	it	is	most	often	the	issue	is,	which
is	very	similar	to	that	of	disaster	work,	is	that	it's	not	a	problem	until	it's	a	problem.	And	I	think
we've	been	notoriously	responsive	to,	you	know,	disasters	and	infrastructural	in	ways	that,	you
know,	we	we	don't	put	make	it	an	item	line	on	our	budget,	or	it	doesn't	make	headline	news
until	after	the	fact	--	until	it's	already	impacting	communities	in	negative	ways.	And	so,	you
know,	I	think	it's	clear	at	this	point,	because	it's	been,	at	least	a	talking	point	throughout
headline	news,	in	terms	of	collapsing	bridges,	and	California,	overflowing	storm	drains,	and	you
said,	that	our	infrastructure	is	is	problematic.	And	at	a	point	that	we	have	to	do,	you	know,	we
have	to	sort	of	address	it	in	a	really	big	way.	And	I	think	that	just	again,	much	like	any	other
type	of	disaster	or	crisis,	we	know	that	stratification	is	inherent,	right.	And	so	there	are	groups
and	people	that	will	particularly	bear	the	brunt	of	infrastructure	disrepair.	And	I	think	I	tried	to
make	that	point	in	the	essay,	but	I	definitely	make	it	in	a	lot	of	my	other	work	surrounding
infrastructure	and	infrastructure	quality,	in	terms	of	the	most	marginalized	groups	typically
occupy	physical	places,	and	built	environments,	that	are	just	as	marginalized,	if	not	more.	And
again,	sort	of	that	duality	and	reflection	point	between	the	social	and	the	physical.	And	I	would
like	to	think	that,	you	know,	we	have	been	able	to	see	that	in	terms	of	at	least,	you	know,
anecdotally,	in	terms	of	the	impacts	from,	you	know,	poor	water	quality	in	Flint,	or,	you	know,
damage	outcomes	during,	you	know,	rainfall	and	storm	events,	and	a	number	of	places	across
cities	it's	usually,	you	know,	lower	income	communities	of	color	that	bear	the	brunt	and	we're
able	to	see	those	outcomes.	And	and	it's	tied	to	fundamentally	the	management	quality	and
maintenance	of	that	public	infrastructure.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 28:04
One	of	the	points	that	that	you	make	in	the	essay,	and	I'm	just	gonna	quote	from	it,	because
it's,	it's	profound.	You	say,	"The	most	environmentally	unsound	and	physically	vulnerable
places	are	usually	occupied	by	those	who	live	at	the	social,	political	and	economic	margins	of
society."	So	here,	you're	talking	about	infrastructure	again,	and	then	you	say,	"So	now	we	take
the	turn	to	COVID-19.	Thus,	as	much	as	we'd	like	to	romanticize	the	idea	that	the	Coronavirus
is	the	so-called	'great	equalizer,'	what	it	is,	in	fact,	is	a	great	exacerbater,	because	while
exposure	to	the	virus	is	increasing	for	all,	it	has	been	sweeping	through	marginalized	groups
from	the	beginning."	So	here,	you	draw	us	--	you	draw	connection	that	I	think	a	lot	of	people
have	missed.

Marccus	Hendricks 28:49
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 28:49
How	did	you	make	that	insight?
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Marccus	Hendricks 28:52
Yeah,	you	know,	you	know,	the	interesting	thing	about	sort	of	me	being	able	to,	you	know,
connect	the	dots	between	the	public	health	disaster	and	other	sort	of	climate	disasters	is	really
sort	of	because	I've	been	trained	in	both	public	health	and	planning	and	have	worked	out	of
sort	of,	you	know,	disaster	centers	through	my	training	and	time	at	Texas	A&M.	But,	you	know,
my	time	in,	you	know,	public	health,	I	largely	study	pandemic	flu	and	pandemic	preparedness,
and	particularly	disparities	that	might	ensue,	in	terms	of	the	ability	of	marginalized	groups	to
be	able	to	prepare	for	and	respond	to	pandemics.	And	so,	you	know,	throughout	that	work,	I
saw	that,	you	know,	disparities	existed	in	terms	of	access	to	resources.	Where	people	live	and
the	threat	of	being	on	the	front	line	in	terms	of	essential	workers	and	the	transmission	of
viruses,	but	then	also,	too,	some	of	those	same	things	impact	folks	in	terms	of	climate	disasters
and	their	ability	to	respond	to	protocol	or	to	be	able	to	employ	mitigation	measures	in	order	to
prevent	impact	and	minimize	damage.	And	so,	you	know,	for	me,	it	was	clear	as	day	in	terms	of
--	this	is	just	inequality,	this	is	this	is	sort	of	oppression	and	racism	that's	built	into,	you	know,
the	the	world	that	we	live	in	as	just	on	repeat,	and	we	see	these	parallels	and	consistencies
across	a	number	of	types	of	events.	And	although	some	of	the	dynamics	change,	time	and	time
again,	one	of	the	primary	things	that	holds	true,	which	is	unfortunate,	is	the	inequality	part	of
it,	is	the	disparities	part	of	it.	And	like	I	say,	you	know,	I	think	early	on,	it	was,	you	know,
communicated	that,	you	know,	we	were	really	looking	at	it	from	a	totality	perspective	in	terms
of	the	total	population,	and	the	raw	numbers	of	total	population	in	terms	of	who	was	infected
and	who	was	being	impacted.	But	then,	when	we	started	to	tease	it	out	along	racial	and	class
lines,	yet	again,	here	we	are	in	terms	of	the	same	groups	that	that	we	expected,	and	we've
known	for	some	time,	that	would	be	impacted	were	impacted	and	continue	to	be	impacted.	And
it	is	not	new,	it's	not	an	equalizer	by	any	means,	because	the	playing	field	wasn't	level	to	begin
with.	And	so	those	were	the	sentiments	around	really	just	exacerbating	the	conditions	and	the
circumstances	that	marginalized	groups	live	in	and	are	subjected	to	every	single	day.	And	so,
and	I	also	just	want	to	mention,	you	know,	whether	we're	talking	about,	you	know,	Hurricane
Harvey,	and	how	expansive	the	physical	event	was,	but	then	understanding	that	the	recovery
processes	in	terms	of	rebuilding	and	who's	able	to	fully	recover	--	there	are	disparities.	When
we	--	even	when	we	talk	about	the	housing	collapse	of	2008,	right,	is	disproportionately
impacted	and	further	step	back	people	of	color.	Again,	the	same	thing	is	true	with	the
pandemic.	And	so	because	we	never	lived	in	a	just	society,	and	because	inequality	is	the
foundation	that	America	was	built	on,	these	things	are	only	exacerbated	and	they'll	never	be
equalized,	as	long	as	the	structures	that	we	currently	live	within	and	live	by	remain	in	place.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 32:47
The	pointing	out	that,	as	you	said,	relatively	early	on	and	begin	to	tease	out	the	numbers	and
you	can	see	the	much	higher	rates	of	infection	--	three,	four	times	higher	in	Minneapolis,	for
example.	I	mean,	George	Floyd	had	Coronavirus.

Marccus	Hendricks 33:04
Right.	Incredible.
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Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 33:06
Versus	white	population.	Okay.	And	in	indigenous	communities,	Latinx	communities,	that	there
was	this	moment	at	the	beginning	in	which	the	public	health	campaign	--	and	I	understand	I
understand	why	they	do	this,	is	because	there's	a	sort	of	early	in	disaster	there's	a	social
bonding,	a	pro-social	moment,	which	can	inspire	good	action.	And	it	was	the	sort	of	a	'we're	all
in	this	together'	kind	of	moment.

Marccus	Hendricks 33:33
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 33:33
Um,	and,	and	on	the	other	side	of	it,	you	would,	you	would	expect	the	aggregate	numbers	as
they	get	worse	and	worse	and	worse.	That	again,	that	when	we	talk	about	an	aggregate,	okay,
we	lose	the	--	this	important	story	of	minorities	in	America,	but	it	should,	the	aggregate
numbers	should	also	be	scary.	And	both	of	those	should	be	provocative	of	federal	action.	And
neither	one	was.

Marccus	Hendricks 34:04
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 34:04
It	seems	like	you	know,	the	kind	of	normal	levers	that	public	health	officials	might	be	able	to
work	to	say,	Hey,	we	are	all	in	this	together.	And	these	numbers	are	really	terrifying.	And
they're	worse	even	for	some	communities	you	may	not	be	thinking	about.	And	it	doesn't	seem
like	those	messages,	the	messages	have	gotten	across.	It's	too	much	to	just	say	--	lay	this	at
the	feet	of	Donald	Trump.

Marccus	Hendricks 34:27
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 34:28
But	I'm	concerned	about	about	this,	because	it	seems	like	all	the	normal	things	we	would	have
relied	upon	to	get	people's	attention,	who	are	not	in	minority	communities,	a	lot	of	them	have
not	worked.	Meanwhile,	representatives	in	the	minority	community	have	had	their	hands	up
from	the	beginning,	saying	we	expect	they're	going	to	be	higher	rates	here,	and	as	you	point
out,	it	absolutely	has	been	true.
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Marccus	Hendricks 34:50
Right,	and	Scott,	you	bring	up	such	such	an	important	point	and	something	that	I	just	want	us
to	sit	with	for	a	second	in	terms	of	that	irony	that	George	Floyd	contracted	COVID-19	and	fully
recovered	just	to	lose	his	life	weeks	later	from	white	supremacist	police	violence,	right.	So
when	you	when	you	think	about	the	competing	threats	and	demands	that	Black	folks
particularly	deal	with	on	a	day-to-day	basis	it's,	is	unimaginable	to	think	about	how	George
Floyd	survived	what	may	end	up	being	sort	of,	you	know,	one	of	the	greatest	threats	to	public
health	that	we've	seen,	and	recent	history	was	able	--	well,	managed	to	survive	that,	just	to
lose	his	life	to	another	pandemic	that	has	been	ongoing	for	some	time	in	terms	of	police
violence	against	Black	lives.	It's	incredible.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 35:55
It's,	I	just	want	to	come	to	one	more	quote	from	your	essay	that	that	speaks	exactly	to	this.	So
you,	you	then	bring	in	a	discussion	in	the	essay	about	the	fact	that	choices	are	made	about
how	money	is	spent.	And	yeah,	there's	a	history	of	racism	and	racial	violence,	it's	goes	back	to
the	root	of	America.	But	that	doesn't	absolve	us	from	considering	the	present	when	it	comes	to
how	we	allocate	funds.	And	let	me	just	give	a	quick	quote	here,	you	talk	about	the
infrastructure	sectors	designed	to	protect	us	from	hazards,	such	as	infectious	disease
outbreaks,	including	COVID-19,	and	other	novel	viral	strains.	"As	public	debates	continue	over
where	police	funding	would	best	serve	communities,	we	should	consider	the	role	of	critical
infrastructure	and	public	safety,	and	more	community-driven	approaches	to	public	safety."
When	I	read	that,	I	immediately	again	thought	of	George	Floyd	and	I	thought,	what	if	he	lived	in
a	community	where	the	funding	decision	had	been	made	to	give	him	a	safer	environment	and	a
better	infrastructure?	And	a	stronger	community	with	fewer	police?

Marccus	Hendricks 37:09
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 37:11
I	mean,	that's	a	healthier,	safer	environment,	but	there's	no	way	to	predict	what	--	if	that	would
have	saved	his	life	or	changed	the	trajectory.	But	it	got	me	thinking	that	these	are	not
preordained	policy	decisions	--	the	choice	not	to	fund	critical	infrastructure	and	to	overfund	the
police	department,	that's	within	the	civic	discourse	--

Marccus	Hendricks 37:31
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 37:31
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~We	can	affect	that.~

Marccus	Hendricks 37:32
And	that's,	and	I	think	those	are	active	decisions	and	choices	that	we	made	intentionally	and
that	we	continue	to	make	intentionally.	Um,	and,	you	know,	when	you	think	about	the
shortsightedness,	of	viewing	public	safety	only	through	the	lens	of	policing,	which	I	also
mentioned,	it's	unfortunate,	because	then	every	single	response	that	we	have	to	a	number	of
social	ills	and	social	problems	is	through	policing.	And	it's	problematic	because	policing,	one,
sort	of	at	the	core,	is	responsive	in	nature.	So	it's	not	mitigating	necessarily	crime,	or	it's	not
necessarily	saving	lives,	it	is	really	responsive	after	the,	after	the	fact.	And	so	when	we	think
about	where	we	should	go	from	here	and	reimagining	public	safety	and	redistributing	funds,	it
really	should	be	through	the	lens	of	hazard	mitigation	to	begin	with,	whether	the	hazard	is
crime,	or	the	hazard	is	climate	change.	And	I	think	that	if	we	can	sort	of	reimagine	and	pull
ourselves	out	of	this	hole	of	only,	you	know,	thinking	about	public	safety	through	policing,	we
can	invest	in	people	and	resources	and	other	forms	of	capital,	that	would	be	much	more
beneficial	in	light	of	public	safety,	and,	and	making	sure	that	we,	you	know,	engage	the
community	and	allow	sort	of,	you	know,	the	public	to	be	the	overseers	of	that	process	from	the
very	beginning.	And	I	think	that's	the	only	way	that	we	can	get	this	right,	because	otherwise,
we're	just	going	to	continue	to	perpetuate	the	same	inequalities,	the	same	processes	that
haven't	worked	and	that	have	disproportionately	impacted	Black	folks	and	other	marginalized
groups,	um,	from	the	beginning.	And	so	I	think	that's	the	point,	you	know,	is	that	we	have	to,
we	have	to	shift	the	paradigm	away	from	policing,	even	at	the	most	basic	level	in	terms	of
defunding	the	police,	is	that	I	personally	as	a	as	a	planner,	thinking	when	my	planning	cap	on	is
that,	you	know,	I'm	not	sure	why	police	officers	drive	incredibly	fast	cars	when	the	average	car
on	the	street,	right,	at	the	most	basic	level	doesn't	require	--	I	mean,	I've	onl--	most	of	the
police	chases	I've	only	seen	in	movies	and	in	Hollywood,	I've	never	really	seen	or	witnessed
them	on	the	street,	right.	And	so	we	fund,	and	we	purchase,	you	know,	equipment	and	vehicles
and	things	that	aren't	necessarily	needed.	And	it's	because	we	lacked	imagination.	And	we
were	incredibly	short-sighted	and	responsive.	And	don't	really	take	the	time	to	think	about
these	things	more	practically	or	in	in	the	theoretical	sense,	in	terms	of	what	these	things	could
look	like	in	the	future,	or	how	they	could	look	differently,	that	could	have	have	a	positive
impact	on	society,	as	you	noted.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 40:43
Well,	let's	stay	with	this	for	a	second,	because	I	know	in	your	work,	and	let's	talk	about	some	of
the	details	of	your	work	here.	Because	you	said	we	lack	imagination,	but	I	--	you	don't	lack
imagination	and	your	students	don't.	And	I	think	your	method	has	also	been	to	say,	look,	if	the
people	we've	been	relying	on	to	make	these	decisions,	to	overspend	in	some	areas	and	not
spend	enough	in	other	areas,	maybe	we	need	to	be	listening	to	different	voices.	I	want	to	bring
in	a	question	here	that	Darien	Williams,	so	glad	that	he's	participating	today.	This	is	a	nice	turn
to	I	think	what	we	want	to	talk	about	now,	in	terms	of	your	own	method	of	planning,	and
infrastructure	change	in	America	--	if	there's	such	a	thing	as	an	anti-racist	infrastructure
revolution,	which	I	think	is	something	that	you're	describing	in	this	essay.	What	do	you	think
about	Darien's	question	here?	He	says,	"Sometimes	the	infrastructure	itself	is	the	weapon,	for

M

S



example,	highways	during	urban	renewal,	or	more	recently,	during	more	recently	DAPL,	et
cetera.	Where	do	you	see	citizen	science	fitting	into	dealing	with	these	collective	struggles?"	I
know	that's	right	in	your	strike	zone	of	your	work,	right?

Marccus	Hendricks 41:59
Right.	Absolutely.	And	that's	a	great	question	that	Darien	is	posing.	And	I	think	it's	important
because	my	approach	to	you	know,	the	work	that	I	do	is	really	leaning	on	the	voices,
perspective,	intuition	and	brilliance	of	communities,	because	I	think	that	they	know	exactly
what's	needed.	They	know	local	dynamics,	they	know	the	ways	in	which	these	physical
systems,	um,	impact	them,	whether	they	be	positive	or	negative.	And	I	think	if	we	sort	of
reimagine	the	process,	and	I	mean,	in	planning,	specifically,	we've	long	talked	about	the	need
to	do	public	engage--	engagement	and	to	have	civic	participation.	Well,	I	think	oftentimes,
that's	usually	lost	to	a	lack	of	resources	at	the	municipal	level,	it's	also	lost	to	the	bureaucracy
of	sort	of	day-to-day	planning	within	municipalities.	And	so	the	things	that	I	encourage	my
planning	students	to	do	is	lost	in	practice,	because	of	the	fiscal	and	political	nature,	where
planning	is	situated	within	cities	and	municipalities.	But	I	think	if	I	was	to	sort	of	take,	sort	of
my	practical	hat	on	and	thinking	a	much	more	idealistic	way,	um,	you	know,	I	would	imagine
from	us,	again,	shifting	the	paradigm	from	doing	things	to	communities	to	doing	things	with
communities.	And	before	we	even	draft	or	propose	a	capital	improvement	plan,	having	a
conversation	and	allowing	communities	to	be	the	voice	that	guides	from	the	very	beginning	in
terms	of	what	will	best	serve	and	support	them	in	terms	of	their	livelihood,	in	terms	of	living
living	a	thriving	life	and	having	a	thriving	community.	And,	and	again,	because	I	noticed	from
personal	experience,	through	my	research,	communities	are	brilliant,	and	I	know	exactly	what
they	need	and	what	they	don't	need.	And	I	think	that	they	would	address	--	by	engaging	them
and	allowing	them	to	be	the	voice	from	the	very,	very	beginning,	from	the	designing	of
infrastructure	to	the	siting	of	it,	the	installation	and	the	management	of	it,	having	them
engage,	having	their	voices	lead	the	charge,	we	we	would	mitigate	and	address	a	lot	of	these
issues	on	the	front	end,	in	terms	of	the	negative	ways	in	which	they	impacted	communities	to
Darien's	point.	But	I	also	think	too,	again,	we	have	to	address	and	reckon	with	the	ways	in
which	racism	and	oppression	is	built	into	planning	practice	policy	and	implementation.	And	I
think	to	Darien's	point,	you	know,	particularly	related	to	transportation	infrastructure	and
highways	and	the	ways	in	which	they	they've	been	used	historically	to	divide	and	segregate
communities,	that	was	intentional.	And	so	you	know,	it	was	also	likely	intentional	to	not	engage
communities	or	to	not	allow	them	to	have	a	voice	in	their	own	oppression,	right.	And	so	I	think,
you	know,	idealistically,	you	know,	we	we	we	should	be	engaging	them	from	the	very	beginning
and	throughout	the	entire	process.	But	we	also	have	to	address	the	ways	in	which	racism	and
classism	and	oppression	is	built	into	the	planning	process,	to	where	it	allows	us	to	do	these
things	to	communities	in	a	negative	way	from	the	placement	of	highways	to	redlining	that	--
which	was	the	architect	of	segregation	to	begin	with.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 45:34
So	you	are	directing	this	Stormwater	Infrastructure	Resilience	and	Justice	Lab,	which	is	a	quite
specific	instrument	to	intervene	in	these	processes	that	you're	talking	about.	Can	you	take	us
down	to	the	ground	without	a	little	bit?	What	kind	of	work	gets	--	what	kind	of	projects	do	you
have	in	mind?	What	kind	of	work	is	getting	done?	What	are	the	specific	communities	that	are
being	engaged	here?
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Marccus	Hendricks 45:57
Yeah.	And	so	you	know,	right	now,	at	the	moment,	I	have	about	four	projects	that	are	working
out	of	my	lab	and	that	are	spread	across	the	the	D.C.,	Virginia,	Maryland	metropolitan	area,
um,	and	one	of	the	first	projects	is	a	project	that's	looking	at	the	distribution	of	gray
infrastructure	in	D.C.	in	terms	of	pipe	length	and	capacity,	and	how	those	things	vary	across
communities	along	social	vulnerability	lines.	And	some	of	the	models	that	we	run	and	the
preliminary	results	suggest	that,	you	know,	we	see	differences	in	pipe	length	and	capacity
across	across	communities,	right.	And	you	know,	that	socially	vulnerable	communities	don't
have	the	same	level	of	pipe	length	and	capacity	relative	to	white	communities.	And	so,	you
know,	that	that's	one	sort	of	preliminary	outcome	that	we	found.	But	then,	at	an	aggregate
level,	we	started	to	see	or	we've	also	seen	that,	you	know,	in	general,	you	know,	stormwater
infrastructure	development	hasn't	kept	pace	with	above-ground	development.	And	I	think,	you
know,	the	intentions	behind	my	research	lab	are	so	specific,	because,	you	know,	even	within
infrastructure,	stormwater	infrastructure	specifically	is	the	stepchild	of	infrastructure.	And	we
sort	of	--	even	when	we	start	to	reckon	with	infrastructure	and	infrastructure	investment,	we
usually	tend	to	sort	of	think	of	transportation	systems	first	or	even	energy	and	other	systems
first,	and	stormwater	is	usually	sort	of	the	stepchild	of	the	stepchilds.	And	so,	you	know,	that
was	sort	of	my	rationale	for	being	specific,	as	well	as	connecting	it	to	disasters	and	flood
events.	But	I	say	that	to	say	it's	because,	yeah,	you	know,	we've	continue	to	develop	pervious
surfaces	above	ground	with	impervious	cover.	And	we	were	increasing	the	amount	of	runoff
during	rainfall	and	storm	events,	but	then	not	simultaneously	going	and	addressing	gray	or
green	infrastructure	to	deal	with	that	runoff.	And	so	this	paper	and	you	know,	in	D.C.	and	this
particular	project,	is	really	exploring	those	dynamics	and	trying	to	get	a	sense	at	a	cross
section	of	what	we're	dealing	with.	Another	project	that	I'm	working	on	with	my	you	know,	one
of	my	doctoral	students,	Bridget	Kerner,	is	looking	at	sanitary	sewer	overflows	and	basement
backups	in	Baltimore	City.	And	really	sort	of	the	project	is	a	part	of	an	early	career	fellowship
that	I	receive	from	the	JPB	Foundation	through	the	T.	H.	Chan	School	of	Public	Health,	and
supporting	me	to	really	sort	of	shift,	you	know,	my	research	programs	slightly	from	just
thinking	about	water	quantity	to	thinking	about	water	quality,	right.	And	the	interesting	thing
about	Baltimore	is	that	it	was	one	of	the	first	cities	to	have	a	separated	wastewater	and
stormwater	system.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 49:12
Oh,	wow.

Marccus	Hendricks 49:12
However,	over	the	years,	much	like	we've	seen	in	just	about	every	other	city,	and	we	discussed
early	on	in	the	podcast	is	that,	you	know,	we	fail	to	maintain	and	rehabil--	or	rehabilitate	these
systems	over	time.	And	so	what	we're	seeing	is	a	fairly	--	during	heavy	wet-weather	storm
water	events,	we're	seeing	an	overwhelming	of	the	wastewater	systems	and	the	storm	water
system,	and	those	things	are	mixing	and	then	backing	up	into	people's	homes.	And	this,	you
know,	these	sanitary	sewer	overflow	events	and	basement	backup	events	have	been,	you
know,	have	been	an	issue	for	quite	some	time	in	Baltimore.	And	so	we're	taking	sort	of	a
geospatial	as	well	as	a	qualitative	approach	to	understand	the	dynamics	associated	with	these
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backups	in	terms	of	where	they	happened,	and	why	they've	happened,	and	the	impact	and
trauma	that	they've	caused	to	local	residents.	Um,	another	project	that	I'm	working	on	with	one
of	my	other	doctoral	students,	Brittney	Drakeford,	um,	is	looking	at,	you	know,	really	sort	of
taking	a	step	back	and	thinking	about	the	historical	context	of	why	Black	communities	are
particularly	vulnerable	to	flooding.	And	because	I	think,	you	know,	when	we	think	about,	you
know,	flooding	and	responses	to	disasters	and	climate	change,	we're	forward	thinking,	which	is
good,	but	I	think	we	have	to	really	look	at	these	things	across	the	spectrum	and	across	time	to
really	understand,	you	know,	not	only	where	do	we	go	from	here,	but	how	do	we	get	here	to
begin	with.	And	so	I	think	this	project	is	really	sort	of	special	for	me,	and	important	because
we're	working	with	the	town	of	North	Brentwood,	Maryland,	which	was	one	of	the	first,	um,	you
know,	partitions	of	land	that	was	set	aside	for	returning	soldiers	of	color	after	the	Civil	War.	And
lo	and	behold,	right,	that	land	that	was	set	aside	for	purchasing	by	those	returning	soldiers	was
like	unwanted	land,	land	that	was	situated	in	some	of	the	lowest-lying	areas	of,	you	know,	the
Anacostia	River	watershed,	and	a	floodplain,	right.	And	so	from	the	very	beginning,	in	terms	of
where	Black	communities	could	establish	and	settle,	we	saw	an	elevated	risk	related	to	storm
water	and	flooding	that	was	differential	than	that	of	white	communities,	right.	And	everything
that	has	transpired	since	has	only	perpetuated	that,	and	so	she's,	you	know,	she's	doing	a	lot,
you	know,	we're	doing	a	historical	content	analysis	to	really	sort	of	provide	context	of,	you
know,	dynamics	--	uh,	the	social	and	political	dynamics	that	influence	and	settlement,	the
racial,	you	know,	structures	that	were	in	place	that	that	cornered	people	into	these	precarious
situations.	And	then	doing	oral	histories	with	community	members	to	really	sort	of	just	flesh	out
the	ways	in	which	they	dealt	with	these	issues	over	time.	And	so	--	really	excited	about	that
project	as	well.	And	then	the	last	one	is	really	sort	of,	you	know,	a	project	where	I'm	using	the
University	of	Maryland's	campus	as	a	living	laboratory.	And,	you	know,	I	think	this	particular
project	is,	is	also	important,	because	as	we	think	about	transitioning	to	more	sustainable
development,	and	a	much	more	climate-resilient	world,	um,	technology,	smart	cities,	green
infrastructure,	those	are	the	things	that	are	being	lauded	as	the	ways	in	which	we	might	be
more	resilient	and	sustainable.	But	I	want	to	get	my	hands	--	and	get	a	feel	for	the	nature	of	the
technology,	the	ways	in	which	these	systems	work,	to	engage,	you	know,	historically-
marginalized	communities	in	this	discussion,	and	to	be	able	to	exchange	knowledge	and
information	with	them	to	where,	when	these	things	do	get,	you	know,	implemented	on	a	larger
scale,	that	we	don't	perpetuate	these	inequalities,	and	we	don't	leave	the	same	communities
behind,	and	making	sure	that	they	have	access	to	and	a	capacity	to	engage	with	these
technologies	and	green	infrastructures	in	a	way	that	will	serve	them	best.	And	so	I'm	sort	of,
you	know,	getting	an	understanding	because,	again,	I'm	a	social	scientist,	I'm	not	a	computer
scientist	or	an	engineer.	And	so	really	learning,	you	know,	how	the	sensors	work,	how	we	can
get	a	sense	of	water	quantity	and	water	quality,	to	then	expand	that	project	throughout	the
region	to	downstream	communities,	particularly,	you	know,	low	income	and	Black	communities,
and	understanding	sort	of,	how	can	they	employ	these	same	techniques	and	use	them	to	be,
you	know,	towards	a	just	and	sustainable	future.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 54:22
I	want	to	remind	people	that	you're	listening	to	COVIDCalls,	and	we're	talking	about
infrastructure	and	justice	and	COVID-19	with	Marccus	Hendricks.	You	can	still	get	your
questions	in	to	the	YouTube	live	chat	or	get	them	up	on	Twitter.	Just	be	sure	to	tag
@usofdisaster.	I	think	you're	busy	enough,	Marccus.	Sounds	like	those	four	projects	are	--	each
one	is	is	a	its	own	grant,	its	own	set	of	articles,	its	own	book.	The	third	one	you	could	predict,
talking	to	me,	is	the	one	that	really	got	me	--

S



Marccus	Hendricks 55:00
Yeah.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 55:01
--	thinking,	because	you're	drawing	out	this	historical	trajectory	and,	and	it's,	just	to	circle	back
on	what	we	were	talking	about	earlier	in	terms	of	COVID-19,	and	the	the	higher	rate	of	infection
in	marginalized	communities	should	in	no	way	be	surprising.	But	not	just	because	of	lack	of
access	to	health	care.	But	because	as	you	said,	it's	sort	of	like	--	to	trace	it	all	the	way	back	into
the	19th	century	and	talk	about	where	Black	communities	are	built.

Marccus	Hendricks 55:37
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 55:38
And	the	fact	that	those	are	low	lands,	there's	mosquitoes	in	those	places.	There's,	there's,
you're	going	to	have	sanitation	issues	in	these	--	but	I	mean,	there,	there	are	structural,	public
health,	like	infectious-disease	issues	built,	literally	built,	into	the	infrastructures	of	these
neighborhoods.	But	I	want	to	connect	that	to	another	piece	that's	that	you	probably	very
familiar	you're,	I	don't	know	if	you're	from	Texas,	or	you	went	to	school	in	Texas.	I'm	from
Texas.	I	was	born	in	Dallas	--

Marccus	Hendricks 56:09
Oh,	yeah,	wow--

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 56:09
--	and	went	to	University	of	Texas,	Austin.

Marccus	Hendricks 56:11
Yeah,	I	was	born	and	raised	in	Dallas,	yeah.	In	Oak	Cliff.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 56:16
Oh,	in	Dallas?
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Marccus	Hendricks 56:16
Yep.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 56:17
No	kidding.	Okay,	well,	there's	something	--	something	else	we	have	in	common.	And,	but	I
never	spent	much	time	in	Southeast	Texas,	and	had	a	chance	over	the	last	year	to	get	to	know,
by	invitation	of	some	really	great	dedicated	people	in	Port	Arthur,	including	John	Beard,	a
community	activist	there.	And	the	reporters	at	at	the	newspaper	there	in	Beaumont,	and	the
work	that	they've	been	doing	about	Harvey	recovery,	which	if	you	spend	five	minutes	looking
into	the	flooding	problems,	this	ties	back,	I	think,	to	this	project,	your	third	project,	and	many	of
your	projects	--	immediately	what	you're	talking	about	is	environmental	justice,	environmental
injustice,	fenceline	communities	that	suffer	from	drainage	problems	on	an,	on	an	ordinary	day.

Marccus	Hendricks 57:13
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 57:13
They're	breathing	everything	that	comes	out	of	America's	biggest	petrochemical	plants	that
comes	over	the	fence	line.	So	they	have	bad	water,	bad	air.	The	physical	location,	and	the
infrastructure	itself	predicts	their	health	disparities.	So	it	should	not	come	as	a	surprise	to
anyone	that	cancer	rates	are	higher,	stress	is	higher.	But	also	COVID-19	rates	are	higher,	I	just
still	feel	like,	I	don't	know	--	I'm	explaining	your	own	work	to	you.	I	shouldn't	do	that.	It's	just,
I'm	so	struck	by	the	connection	that	you're	drawing	here.	And	at	the	same	time,	I	feel	the
burden	of	somehow	it	--	how	do	we	continue	to	get	this	across?	How	can	policymakers	hear	this
story?

Marccus	Hendricks 58:01
You	know,	I'm	not,	you	know,	I'm	not	sure.	You	know,	and	and	I	think,	because	we've	known	--
there	have	been,	you	know,	brilliant	scholars	that	have	articulated	this	for	a	number	of	years,
as	well	as	community	activists	that	have	demonstrated	it	and	acted	on	it.	Um,	and	yet	and	still,
here	we	are,	and	and	really	sort	of	going	back	in	time	with	the	number	of	policies	that	have
been	rolled	back	by	the	current	administration.	But	you	know,	I'm	not	sure	you	know,	Scott,	if
you	notice	my	Twitter	handle,	but	it's	like	my,	you	know,	initials	mdhDuBois,	right.	And	so	--
and	that's	really	sort	of	a	head	nod	to	W.	E.	B.	Du	Bois.	And	Du	Bois	wrote	one	of	my	favorite
sort	of	academic	novels,	entitled	"The	Philadelphia	Negro."	And	it	was	really	one	of	--	a
profound	case	study	of	exactly	what	we	were	saying,	what	I	hope	my	work	represents,	in	terms
of	how	the	built	environment,	you	know,	negatively	impacted	in	a	stage	that	was	set	for
communities	of	color,	from	the	quality	and	type	of	housing,	to	the	condition	of	the
infrastructure,	and	how	that	has	impacted	every	dimension	of	the	social	life	of	Black	folks	from
premature	birth	and	other	comorbidities	to	flood	exposure	to	a	number	of	other	issues.	And	it's
not	unique	to	Philadelphia,	it's	not	unique	to	Port	Arthur,	it's	not	unique	to	you	know,
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Washington	D.C.	or	North	Brentwood,	Maryland.	We	see	these	things	happen	in	just	about
every	small	or	large,	you	know,	Black	community	or	predominantly	Black	city	across	the
country.	And	this	is	not	just	only	me,	having	an	understanding	of	this,	from	the	literature	and
the	things	that	I've	learn	and	read,	but	this	is	lived	experience	for	me.	And	so	we	sort	of
traveled	five	and	a	half	hours,	you	know,	northwest	of	Beaumont,	and	landed	in	Dallas,	Texas,
where	I	grew	up,	you	know,	the	neighborhood	that	I	grew	up	in	was	exactly	that.	I	grew	up	in
Oak	Cliff,	that's	about	maybe	five	to	seven	minutes	outside	of	downtown	Dallas.	And,	you	know,
the	street	that	I	grew	up	on	specifically	was	a	street	by	the	name	of	Stanley	Smith	Drive	and
perpendicular	to	my	street	was	a	street	by	the	name	of	Prosperity	Avenue,	right.	But	the	irony
of	that,	in	terms	of	the	built	environment,	that	the	stage	that	was	set	for	my	community	was
nothing	prosperous,	or	becoming,	about	it.	In	fact,	you	know,	I	think	most	EJ	scholars	will
consider	the	community	that	I	grew	up	in	to	be	a	very	much	so	traditional	environmental	justice
community	in	terms	of,	you	know,	the	liquor	and	tobacco	stores	outweigh	the	grocery	stores
and	healthy	food	markets,	maybe	15	to	one.	Um,	potholes	and	linear	cracking	were	the
characteristics	of	our	streets.	The	ditches	and	storm	drains	are	always	in	disrepair	and	filled
with	trash,	litter,	and	debris	and	poorly	maintained.	And	we	were	surrounded	by,	you	know,
waste	treatment	facilities	and	other	sort	of	petrochemical	facilities	that,	you	know,	I	saw	play
out	in	terms	of	impacts	directly	to	my	family,	from	my	sister	having	asthma	and	the	acute
asthmatic	and	severe	episodes	that	she	had,	likely	due	to	poor	air	quality	and	other	issues,
right.	To	even	our	house	flooding,	because	of	clogged	drains,	and	poor	stormwater
infrastructure.	And	so,	you	know,	again,	you	know,	the	unfortunate	reality	is	that	these	things
are	not	isolated,	they're	not	unique	to	one	particular	location,	but	they're	rather	pervasive	and
have	been	long	standing.	And	we've	known	for	quite	some	time	from,	from	the	work	that	Du
Bois	did	in	Philadelphia,	to,	you	know,	the	work	that,	you	know,	Dorceta	Taylor	has	pointed	out
at	the	University	of	Michigan,	and	a	number	of	other,	you	know,	primarily,	you	know,	Black
scholars	that	how	traced,	you	know,	these	issues	to	the	root	causes,	and	we've	seen	them
transpire	time	and	time	again.	What	it	will	take	to	address	it,	you	know,	I'm	not	sure,	you	know,
and	I	tend	to	be	cynical	in	some	ways	in	terms	of,	you	know,	I'm	not	sure	that	they	they	will
ever	get,	you	know,	addressed,	but	then,	you	know,	I'm	also	inspired	by,	you	know,	this
younger	generation	and	my	students.	Because,	you	know,	I	thought	as	a	millennial,	I	thought
we	were	onto	something	in	terms	of	how	we	were	pushing	the	envelope	and	challenging
structures	and	systems.	But	these	Gen	Z's	and	my	students,	they,	they're	another	level	of
human	in	terms	of	really	sort	of	forcing	us	to	reckon	with	these	issues,	and	not	just	settle	for
the	status	quo,	and	demanding	that	we	completely	reform	and	restructure	and	abolish	and
demolish	these	systems	to	really	sort	of	realize	a	just	and	equitable	future.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:03:31
I	just	want	to,	I	want	to	set	--	let	that	settle	for	a	second.	And	thank	you	so	much	for	sharing
that.	And	I'm	a	little	older	than	you.	But	while	you	were	there	on	Prosperity	Avenue,	I	was	in
Arlington.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:03:45
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:03:45
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And	I	can	tell	you	that	in	my	neighborhood,	the	infrastructure	was	all	new.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:03:49
Right,	right.	Right.	And	I	would	my--

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:03:53
I	grew	up	--

Marccus	Hendricks 1:03:54
--	you	know,	this,	the	intuition	that	sort	of	shaped	my	current	research	trajectory,	and	my
research	program,	and	the	work	that	we're	doing	out	of	my	lab	is	that,	you	know,	the
fundamental	questions	of	who	got	what,	when,	where,	and	how,	and	why	my	community,	you
know,	looked	a	certain	way,	you	know,	and	then	when	I	would	travel	across	town	to	other
communities,	and	communities	that	largely	I	knew	that	I	didn't	belong	in,	or	that	people	that
looked	like	me	didn't	live	there.	What	was	the	--	what	fundamentally,	what	was	the	--	what	was
different	about	them	and	about	us	and	me	and	my	family	that	sort	of	led	to	these	differential
outcomes,	and	again,	sort	of	those	disparities,	and	those	differences	are	not	unique	between
Oak	Cliff	and	Arlington,	and	every	other	sort	of	major	city	across	the	country.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:04:49
But	there's	a	there's	a	--	thinking	again	here	about	strategies	and	some	of	the	ones	that	you're
using.	I	mean,	there	is	a	--	I	hold	out.	I'm	curious	to	see	what	you	think.	I	mean,	I	do	feel	like
there's	opportunity	for	repair,	literally	infrastructure	repair	and	justice	repair,	societal	repair,
through	a	much	greater	commitment	to	transparency	about	things	that	most	people	think	are
very	boring.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:05:16
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:05:16
How	much	money	is	spent	--	you	just	talked	about,	you	know,	pipe	length	for	stormwater	in
some	communities	versus	others,	how	much	money	is	actually	spent	on	road	resurfacing	in,
say,	in	Arlington,	Texas	versus	in	the	Oak	Cliff	area	of	Dallas.	That	is	also	a	social	justice	and
environmental	justice	conversation.	I	just	think	we	haven't	engaged	it	fully.	I	feel	like	we're	at	a
turning	point	with	that,	frankly.	Even	the	kind	of	work	that	you're	doing,	the	work	that's	getting
funded	right	now,	that	intentionally	takes	historical	trajectory	into	account,	or	maybe	I'm	too
optimistic	in	this	moment,	I	don't	know.
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Marccus	Hendricks 1:05:57
I	mean,	I	think	it	really	just	depends	on,	you	know,	if	we	do	things	differently,	and	and	the	folks
who	have	been	historically	marginalized,	and	lack	power,	voice,	and	agency,	if	they're	given
those	things	this	time	around,	and	we	actually	sort	of	allow	the	folks	who	have	been	voiceless
to	have	a	voice	and,	and	not	only	just	sort	of	share	their	their	burdens	and	hardships,	but
actually	act	on	these	things.	And	I	think	that	that	can	happen	through	participation,
accountability,	and	transparency.	Um,	but	but	we	have	to,	like,	be	intentional	about	doing	that.
And	we	have	to	be	consistent	about	doing	that,	while	also	recognizing	the	burden	that	is	placed
on,	you	know,	marginalized	communities	to	fight	for	things	that	were	defaultly	or	inherently
given	to	other	communities,	and	they	just	go	about	their	everyday	lives,	not	having	to	reckon
with	these	things,	or	advocate	or	demonstrate	on	behalf	of	these	things,	because	they	are	by
default	given	to	them.	And	so,	you	know,	I	think	for	me,	you	know,	looking	toward	justice	in
light	of	the	environment,	and	climate	change	and	sustainability,	you	know,	it's	largely	sort	of	a
realization	of	AOC's,	you	know,	Green	New	Deal	and	making	sure,	and	probably	some,	you
know,	form,	if	not	like	absolute	reparations,	to	sort	of	level	the	playing	field,	and	reinvest	in
communities,	and	reinvest	in	individuals	across	a	number	of	type	of	capitals,	between,	you
know,	social,	physical,	natural,	and	the	like.	Um,	but,	you	know,	I	have	to	remain	hopeful,	if	not
for	myself,	for	my	students,	and	for,	you	know,	my	nieces	and	nephews	who,	you	know,	inspire
me	to	make	sure	that	I	put	in	the	work	to	where	they	can	occupy	a	better	world	at	some	point.
And	so,	you	know,	I	think,	yeah,	we	have	to	remain	hopeful	that	there	is	an	opportunity	toward
justice	and	resilience	and	sustainability.	But	But	yeah,	absolutely,	we	have	to	do	it	through	a
participatory	approach,	we	have	to	hold	our	elected	leadership	accountable,	we	have	to	be
transparent,	not	only	in	terms	of	distributive	justice,	but	procedural	justice.	And	also
understand	that	restorative	justice	has	to	be	a	part	of	that.	Because	for	many	years,	we
haven't,	you	know,	Black	folks	and	other	marginalized	groups	haven't	had	their	fair	share	of
sort	of	the	American	dream.	And	so,	you	know,	there	has	to	be	some	restorative	justice
embedded	in	those	distributions,	especially	to	get	after	equity	as	opposed	to	equality	and
recognizing	that	we	have	to	get	certain	communities	up	to	a	certain	level	before	we	can	even
sort	of	think	about	being,	you	know,	equality,	you	know,	we	have	to	address	equity	first.	And
so,	you	know,	that's	a	lot	to	grapple	with.	And	I	think	it's	gonna	require	sort	of	the	dominant
group	and	white	folks	to	recognize	that,	you	know,	some,	you	know,	that	something	has	to
give.	And	again,	sort	of	that	restorative	and	reparative,	you	know,	angle	has	to	be	done	in
order	to	fully	address	the	issue.	Otherwise,	we'll	never	really	sort	of	achieve	the	idealistic	place
of	true	justice	and	equity.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:09:43
Right,	we'll	find	ourselves	right	back	here	and	another	discussion	about	a	pandemic,	racism,
disaster	happening	in	America.	Yet	again,	I	mean,	of	course,	you	know,	every	disaster	--	major
disaster	we	faced	in	America	in	my	lifetime	has	brought	these	two	different	dimensions
together.	In	Hurricane	Katrina,	for	example,	if	you	were	paying	attention,	this	was	once	again
an	exposition	of	history	of	racism	in	America.	I	wanted	to	--	just	we're	almost	up	on	time.	And	I
did	want	--	there's	one	thing	you	said	about	the	Gen	Z.	I	was	teaching	yesterday,	I'm	teaching	a
class	on	climate	change	history	right	now,	and	was	showing	"An	Inconvenient	Truth."	And	the
students,	of	course,	very,	none	of	them	had	seen	it.	The	--	and	they're	great.	I	mean,	it's	so
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brilliant,	and	they	watch	it.	Great,	good	conversation.	And	finally,	towards	the	end,	I	say,	Well,
what	would	you	think	about	you	know,	making	the	film	better?	One	of	the	students	said,	Well,
you	know,	recast	it,	but	put	Greta	instead	of	Al	Gore.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:10:48
[laughs]

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:10:49
You	know,	and	I	thought,	exactly,	that's	where,	exactly,	it's	time	to	pass	the	torch.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:10:56
Right.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:10:57
Nobody	ever	likes	to	think	that	it's	time	to	get	out	of	the	way	their	generation,	but	I'm,	you
know,	I	was	really	moved	by	that	statement.	I	thought	that	was	really	brilliant,	and	applicable
to	our	conversation	today.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:11:08
And	then	I'll	take	it	a	step	further	to	say	Mari	Copeny,	Little	Miss	Flint,	right?	Because	I	think	--
when,	when	we	sort	of,	when	we	include,	and	we,	you	know,	sort	of	allow,	particularly	Black
women	who	have	been	largely,	you	know,	through	an	intersectional	lens,	at	the	bottom	of	the
barrel	--	when	we	give	them,	you	know,	when	we	allow	them	to	have	power	and	agency	and	to
be	the	leaders	of	where	we	go	from	here.	That's	when	we're	really,	really	onto	something.	And
so	yeah,	I	mean,	I	like	the	idea,	and	I	like	where	we're	headed	in	terms	of	how	they're	thinking
because	yeah,	absolutely,	that's,	that's,	that's	where	we	have	to	head	in	order	to	really	sort	of
get	after	this.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:11:59
Well,	Davis	Guggenheim,	if	you're	listening,	I	think	we	have	some	good	ideas	for	another
remake	of	"An	Inconvenient	Truth."	That	could	bring	a	lot	of	these	issues	to	bear	I--	Marccus,	I
want	to	thank	you	for	your	time	today.	And	I	want	to	really	encourage	people	again,	to	go	and
get	that	essay,	you	can	get	it	at	the	Social	Science	Research	Council,	ssrc.org	website.	And	the
title	is	"Transforming	Public	Safety	and	Urban	Infrastructure	to	Mitigate	Climate	and	Public
Health	Disasters."	And	it's	a	way	to	understand	COVID-19	and	racism	in	America	through	the
lens	of	infrastructure	and	the	possibilities	for	communities	to	take,	take	hold	of	their	future	and
a	better	future	and	a	more	equitable	future	through	those	kinds	of	--	an	infrastructure
revolution.	I	want	to	remind	you	been	listening	to	COVIDCalls.	You	can	catch	COVIDCalls
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Monday	through	Friday,	5pm	eastern	time.	We	have	a	very	full	week.	Next	week,	we	have
David	Brick,	choreographer	from	Headlong	Dance	Theater	on	Tuesday,	and	on	Monday,	we'll
have	a	discussion	of	homelessness	and	COVID-19.	Marccus,	thanks	again,	really	appreciate
your	time	today.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:13:14
Scott,	it	has	been	my	absolute	pleasure.	Thank	you.	And	I	have	to	say,	too,	you	know,	this	is	my
first	podcast	that	I've	ever	done.	And	I	have	been	saying	all	summer	early	on,	that	I	wanted	to
do	a	podcast	at	some	point.	And	so	you	know,	this	is	my	first	one	and	delighted	to	have	done	it
with	you.	It	was	a	pleasure	talking.

Scott	Gabriel	Knowles 1:13:35
Well,	I'm	honored	that	this	is	the	first	one	you'd	appear	on.	And	I	will	get	the	transcripts	to	you
as	soon	as	I	can,	too	--	you	speak	in	full	paragraphs	about	this	work	that	you're	doing.	It's	very
much	been	on	your	mind,	it's	clear	--	I	mean,	crystal	clear,	the	points	you're	trying	to	get
across.	And	again,	I	want	to	thank	you	for,	for	sharing	it	with	us.	So	stay	healthy,	everybody.
We'll	see	you	back	here	on	Monday.	Thanks	again,	Marccus.	Take	care.

Marccus	Hendricks 1:14:04
Thank	you.	Bye.
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